SUMMARY. Recent interest in expanding commercial currant and gooseberry (Ribes L.) plantings in the United
G lobalization of the processed and fresh fruit market has placed pressure on U.S. growers to seek crop alternatives and to diversify their businesses. Ribes crops are one choice of interest since they are not widely cultivated in the US at this time. Until now many producers have focused on local markets and are growing a few hundred plants to satisfy local demand. A few producers have successfully expanded to plantings of 2 ha (4.9 acres) or more, and have interest in making further increases. Some state regulators have reported an increase in inquiries related to Ribes and complaints from growers that the regulations might be outdated. Typical questions and comments included the following. 1) We have heard that white pine weevils (Pissodes strobi Peck) cause more economic damage than WPBR. 2) There are so many wild Ribes in the forest already that a commercial planting would not make a significant difference in the incidence of disease. 3) The rust seems to be spreading in the Western North America, but may be reaching a naturalization in Eastern North America. 4) Use a planting buffer of over 100 m (328 ft) between commercial Ribes plantings and pines. 5) The rust can be controlled by pruning of pines. 6) The rust can be controlled by resistant pines and immune Ribes cultivars. Cooperative extension offices have received similar inquiries as well as requests for technical information. This led to a literature search and polling of foresters, horticulturists, pathologists, and regulators to see if there was any consensus regarding the threat of Ribes to pines because of their role as an intermediate host to WPBR. The cost of publishing this paper was defrayed in part by the payment of page charges. Under postal regulations, this paper therefore must be hereby marked advertisement solely to indicate this fact. The varied and inconsistent responses to the investigation led to a meeting on 9 January 1998 to get representatives from all the stakeholders groups around a 
